
Innovation Indicator Germany 
How does India fit in?

Axel Werwatz

Colloqium in honour of Dr. Desai‘s visit to Berlin



Aim
ð Composite Indicator of Germany‘s 

National Innovative Capacity
in an international Perspective

• Comprehensible, interesting, 
yet sophisticated enough

• Focus and debate



The Concept

èSystem and Actors
è Innovation is a technical and socio- ecomonic 
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Data Basis

• Innovation (System) is complex
• Comparison countries are highly developed

è broad data basis 

è 150 individual indicators from multiple sources

è „hard“-OECD-Indicators

è Managerial Assesments (WEF)

è Attitudes of Citizens 
(World Values Study, Eurobarometer)

è “Specialized Indicators” (Entrepreneurship,
Regulation)
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• empirical weights

• stress differences

Weights from DIW-BDI 
Manager Survey • Score and Ranking of GER and 12 

comparison countries

• Standardization: relative distance from

top and bottom



Result for composite indicator 
Germany is average
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China and Indien

• Huge Popultion: 
giant labour- and product market

• Still low per-capita income

• but impressive growths

• impressive dynamics of innovation?
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Triadiac Patents (absolute figures) 
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